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A GUIDE  TO  THE  LOCAL  HISTORY 
OF  FREMONT,  OHIO. 


A.  Geology  and  Topography. 

What  are  the  native  rocks  of  Fremont? 

Limestone. 

How  and  when  were  tliey  formed? 

Their  stratification  proves  that  they  were  formed  under  water, 
and  their  fossils  indicate  Hiat  tlie  water  was  salt  — a sea.  Geolo- 
;rchc  the  d"tc  of  this  formati'''n  approximately  twenty  mil- 
lion years  ago. 

Where  can  these  rocks  be  seen  to  best  advantage? 

In  the  outcrop  at  Aloore’s  Afills,,  Ballville.  There  tlie  water 
lime  rocks  are  separated  by  a layer  of  shale  from  the  Niagara 
limestone  below. 

What  made  the  cut  through  the  rocks  at  Ballville? 

The  Sandusky  river,  just  as  it  is  to-day  cutting  through  the 
softer  clay  at  the  Blue  Banks. 

Lias  the  Sandusky  river  al  ways  occupied  its  present  channel  ? 

Xo.  Flowing  as  it  does  over  so  le\’el  a region,  it  is  called  a 
meandering  stream,  that  is.  one  which  is  continually  changing 
its  bed.  Such  a stream  is  characterized  by  many  sharp  curves. 
T'hus  it  is  forty-two  miles  from  Fremont  to  Sandusky  by  water, 
and  only  twenty-two  miles  by  rail. 

Locate  some  of  tlie  old  river  beds. 

You  must  go  to  see.  I'irst  examine  the  sudden  turn  the  river 
makes  at  tlie  Blue  Banks.  Proceed  south  along  this  bluff  and 
note  the  old  bed  beyond  Sharp’s  Island,  only  partially  used  at 
present,  and  a second  which  is  dry  except  at  high  water.  x-\ll 
three  are  full  during  spring  freshets.  Long,  long  ago,  the  San- 
dusky river  passed  through  the  ravine  that  lies  between  the  Cath- 
olic cemetery  and  Ballville.  At  that  time  the  river  crossed  its 
present  channel  at  a sharp  angle  and  flowed  along  the  northern 
side  of  Reynold’s  Wood  Flill. 

WTiat  covered  this  country  during  the  Ice  Age? 

A vast  sheet  of  ice. 

Since  the  ice  in  Ohio  melted  soiiner  than  t^iat  in  the  eastern  out- 
lets of  the  Great  Lakes,  how  did  the  water  escape? 

Southward,  through  the  Y'abash,  Maumee  and  Sandusky  riv- 
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What  irarked  the  shrinking  of  this  vast  lake? 

The  receding  water  cle]r jsited  four  distinct  sand  beaches,  nearly 
parallel  with  the  soiuhern  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  These  sand  beaches 
became  our  Ridge  Roads. 

Wdiat  became  of  tlie  bulk  of  the  sediment  deposited  in  this  vast 
prehistoric  lake?  - . 

It  formed  a mass  of  sand  and  clay,  of  varying  thickness,  which 
deposit  is  the  subsoil  of  the  level  country  alxnit  Fremont. 

\\  here  can  a good  cut  through  this  deposit  be  found? 

At  the  Blue  Banks.  Here  on  its  east  bank  the  river  is  cutting 
so  rapidly  that  an  almost  vertical  bluff  of  hard  yellow  clay  is 
maintained. 

W'hat  deposits  of  the  glacier  can  l:-e  found? 

ITiderneath  the  yelh^w  clay  at  the  Blue  Banks,  is  a dense  layer 
of  blue  claw  or  “hard-jxati,”  which  was  deposited  by  the  glacier. 
It  may  be  studied  best  at  low  water,  aiid  wlicrc  a ma.'s  yellow 
clay  has  recently  been  removed  some  glaciated  or  scratched  rocks 
may  be  found  in  the  blue  clay  below. 

What  is  the  surface  soil  about  Fremont? 

Deposits  of  vegetable  matter.  In  the  famous  Black  Swamp, 
extending  from  Fremont  to  Toledo,  this  vegetable  deposit  was 
of  extraoi  dinary  de])th  and  richness. 

Wdiat  are  the  rocks  so  numerous  at  Stony  Prairie? 

Granite  boulders  of  many  kinds,  brouglit  here  on  the  back  of 
the  ancient  glacier  thousands  of  vears  ago. 

Wdience  did  these  boulders  come? 

From  Canada.  They  are  wholly  unlike  our  native  limestones, 
and  correspond  accurately  with  rocks  along  L.akes  Huron  and 
St  perior  and  those  of  the  I.aurentian  Range. 

For  this  period  consult  ddie  Ice  Age,  by  Prof.  G.  F.  Wright; 
and  the  Geological  Surveys  of  Ohio. 

Wdiat  is  tlie  elevation  of  Fremont? 

d he  bench  mark  at  the  Court  House  is  sixtv-two  feet  above 
Lake  Eric,  andi  six  humlred  and  thirt\'*seven  feet  above  sea  level. 

Xote  some  of  tlie  jibysical  changes  in  Fd-emont  within  the  past 
fifty  years. 

Mam.'  changes  are  due  to  the  grading  for  streets.  The  old 
Justice  house  on  State  street,  and  the  old  Brainard  house  on 
Croghan  street,  now  many  feet  below  the  streets,  were  formerly 
level  with  the  Headways.  The  site  of  the  dWylnr  Snouse,  cor- 
ner .Arch  and  Birek.ard  Avenue,  was  a high  knoll.  Froni  C.  R. 
AlcCulloch's  property  on  Birchard  avenue,  southward,  extended 
a large  pond,  its  overilow  emptyimg  hito  the  Afarket  street  ( Birch- 
ard Ave.I  ditcli.  and  flowing  east  to  the  river.  A deef)  ravine  ran 
from  live  river  s<)ulhw(.>t ward  t(;  the  Central  schooj  vard.  Be- 
fore building  his  house,  Dr.  James  Wdlson  liauled  large  trees  to 
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help  fill  that  part  of  th.c  ravine  extending-  throngh  his  place.  The 
two  deep  ravines  crossing  State  street  liave  been  almost  entirely 
filled.  . 

B.  Aboriginal  Occupancy. 

What  was  the  old  name  of  Fremont? 

Lower  Sandusky. 

Wdiy  was  it  so  called? 

The  whole  region,  river  and  valley,  was  called  Sandusky,  by 
the  Indians.  L'ower  Sandusky  was  to  distinguish  the  village  at 
the  lower  rapids  of  the  river  from  tliat  at  the  upper  rapids. 

\\diat  is  the  derivation  of  khe  tvord? 

'Three  Wyandot  terms  are  at  our  service:  Sah-un-dus-kee, 

clear  water:  Sandoostee,  at  the  cold  water;  and  Sah-undustee, 
water  wiiliin  'v\  tiler  jioui^.  'flie  last  is  aptilicable  to  the  extensive 
marshes  intcrsecicdL  b\  ojien  water. 

_Who  were  the  earliest  known  inhabitants  of  Fremont? 

Tlie  k round  Builders,  traces  of  whose  occupancy  lingered  till 
long  after  the  coming  of  the  white  settler,  along  the  east  l)ank  of 
the  river,  notafily  on  Croghansville  hill  and  the  Blue  Banks. 

k\'ho  succec(ted  the  Mound  Builders? 

A Xeutral  Xation.  who  built  here  two  cities  of  refuge  for  all 
comers,  located  bv  tradition  at  the  Blue  Banks  and  on  Evergreen 
Hill.  ' . 

A\'ho  succeeded  tlie  X’eutral  Xation? 

d'he  W'yand.ots.  escaping  from  their  rapacious  kindred,  the  Tro- 
(juois;  and  with  them  came  many  Ottawas  from  Upper  Canada, 
d'hese  tribes  settle-!  in  the  Sandusky  and  Maumee  Valleys  and 
were  firmly  estad'.lislicd  here  hi'fore  the  coming  of  the  whites. 

(At  tliis  point  the  student  should  look  ipj  the  physical  condi- 
tion of  the  country  before  the  days  of  settlement;  the  magnificent 
nwests.  the  extensive  and  peculiar  Black  Swamp;  the  marvellous 
(juamity  of  fish  in  the  river;  the  wild  turkeys  and  geese  ami 
f)igcons  which  darkened  the  air  in  flight:  th.c  doer,  wolves,  foxes, 
heaver,  (^ter.  muskrats,  etc.  Also  the  WyaudoF.  their  ciiaracter. 
tribal  (-irgam’zatinn.  numher;  th.eir  devotion  to  the  S;indusky  \kal- 
Icy.  See  Everett's  History  of  .^audusky  County;  Howe’s  His- 
torical ColIecti«ms  of  (dliim  W'yandot  Countv.) 

Who  were  the  first  white  men  to  visit  this  place? 

ITench.  traders  and  the  Jesuit  Failicrs. 

When  did  tin's  ])lace  first  appear  on  the  map? 

On  Hntchin’s  map  cT  tydg.  the  Indian  vilku'e  twenty  mdes  up 
the  river  appears  as  [uuqueindundeii.  .\n  anpendix  to  this  ma.p 
nnles  a r< -utc.lr'adiiig  through  this  place  to  Fort  I’irt  nktlshur-’ B ; 
f leckewelder’s  maj)  of  fyyd  shows  a trail  through  Sandusky  (hVC'^ 
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; mont.)  This  was  the  c^reat  trail  made  first  by  the  buffaloes,  and 

I used  douliiless  by  the  IMound  Thiildcrs  next,  then  by  the  later 

j orders  of  Indians  in  ^i^oing-  through  the  Sandusky  country  from 

I the  Great  Lakes  to  the  Gulf. 

j Who  gave  the  first  detailed  description  of  this  place? 

! Col.  James  Smitli,  in  1757,  a prisoner  adopted  into  the  Wyandot 

tribe.  (Read  his  diary.) 

: . Who  next  mentions  the  village? 

Rradstreet,  in -1764,  co-operating  with  Bouquet  to  subdue  the 
western  Indians,  passed  a month  about  Sandusky  Bay  and  came 
“Tip  the  river  as  far  as  navigalde  to  Indian  canoes.’’  (Consult 
Biouquet’s  Expedition  ageinst  the  Ohio  Indians.)  Col.  Israel 
Putnam  commanded  the  Connecticut  regiment  of  Colonel  Brad- 
street’s  force  of  12,000  men. 

Who  next  mentions  the  place? 

Samuel  Bradv.  the  scout,  sent  out  by  Washington  in  17S0.  He 
lay  all  night  on  Brady’s  Island  below  the  village,  and  watched 
the  Indians  racing  horses  along  the  west  bank.  (See  Miss  Keeler’s 
Sandusky  River.) 

Where  was  the  old  Gauntlet  track? 

The  west  bank  of  the  river,  extending  north  and  .'^outh  of  the 
present  State  street  was  used  by  the  Indians  for  Gauntlet  track. 
' race  course,  council  meetings,  etc.  It  was  the  Indian  ^‘Common.” 
so  to  speak. 

M’ho  were  the  first  traders  here? 

The  French,  with  headquarters  at  Detroit,  selling  powder,  flint, 
firearms,  blankets  and  trinkets,  in  exchange  for  the  valuable  furs. 

WTat  other  visitors  came  here  prior  to  the  nineteenth  century? 

In  177S  Daniel  Boone  was  led  captive  through  tlie  village  : as 
was  nis  friend  Simon  Kenton.  Zeisberger  and  Keckewclder,  w^ere 
prisoners  here  in  1782,  and  Bleckewelder  described  seeing  the 
gauntlet  run  here.  These  two  men  vrere  the  leaders  of  the  Tlora- 
vians,  whose  three  cities  on  the  Muskingum  suffered  such  fright- 
fill  destruction  in  1781.  The  remnants  of  the  Moravians  were 
marched  to  this  place  as  prisoners,  whence  they  embarked  on 
boats  for  Detroit.  Preceding  and  following  the  Revolutionary 
War,  more  Indian  captives  rvere  brought  to  Lower  Sandusky 
than  to  any  other  place  in  Ohio.  Tradition  has  it  that  two 
thousand  captives  from  the  Ohio  river  were  brought  here.  This 
was  the  center  of  Wyandot  military  operations.  The  British 
“Rangers.”  sent  from  Detroit,  to  airi  their  Indian  allies  against 
Col.  William  Crawford’s  armed  force,  came  by  boat  with  their 
arms  and  cannon  to  Lower  Sanduslcy,  whore  their  horses  met 
them  for  the  march  to  I'i’pper  Sandicsky.  fSec  Crawford’s  Cam- 
paign : TIiss  Keeler’s  Sandusky  River.) 

How  Is  Washington’s  name  connected  with  Lower  Sandusky? 
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A letter  to  him  from  General  Irvine,  of  Fort  Pitt,  suggests  a 
second  campaign  against  the  Sandusky  Indian  villages : “These 

Indians  are  all  settled  jn  a line  from  Lower  Sandusky  to  the  heads 
of  the  ^liami,  not  over  seventy-five  miles.  If  these  could  all  be 
beat  at  once,  it  would  nearly  put  afi  end  to  the  Indian  war  in  that 
quarter/* 

To  what  does  Irvine  refer? 

The  Indian  war,  terminating  in  1794,  when  Anthony  Wayne 
brought  the  tribes  into  subjection. 

Wdiat  noted  Indians  frequented  Lower  Sandusky? 

Tarhe,  the  Ci'ane,  the  principal  war  chief,  lived  here,  and  led 
hence  his  warriors  to  fight  Wayne.  Half  King,  the  great  chief, 
who  lived  at  L^pper  Sandusky,  often  came  here.  Red  Jacket 
stopped  on  his  way  from  Buffalo  to  make  the  funeral  monody 
over  Tarhe  at  Upper  Sandusky.  Pontiac,  the  “colossal  chief  who 
dr-ggL:!  with  destiny,'’  and  whose  e^-nspiracy  cx[dodcd  in  1763, 
was  frequently  here  inciting  the  warriors  ; the  eloquent  and  mas- 
terly iMohawk  chief,  Brant,  here  formed  the  confederacy  which 
enabled  die  Western  tribes  to  defeat  two  American  armies,  ficre 
came,  also,' the  chief  heads  of  the  Seneca  nation,  Coonstick,  Hard 
Hickory  and  Seneca  John  ; Logan,  the  great  Alingo;  and  Tecum- 
sch,  who  organized  the  Indian  rebellion  of  iSui  and  consummated 
the  British  alliance  of  1812. 

(See  article  on  Tarhe,  rh.e  Crane,  m Ohio  Arch,  and  Hist.  Pub- 
lications, April,  T905.  Also  manuscript  agreement  between  Tarhe, 
bearing  Iris  mark,  and  Morris  A.  Xcwman.  ])Ostmaster  of  Lower 
vSandusky,  making  the  latter  tlie  Indians’  agent  to  sell  timber  and 
stones  from  their  lands  adi^fining  Lower  Sandusky.  This  MS. 
hangs  on  the  walls  of  Birchard  kuljrary  in  Fremont.) 

\Vhen  was  the  first  Indian  mission  started  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
and  l\v  whom  ? 

In  t8o6,  by  the  Rev.  Tose[)h  Badger.  He  had  been  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  \Var,  fighting  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  had 
made  the  earlier  cam{iaign  into  f anada.  Luring  the  war  of  i8r2 
he  served  as  Chaplain  in  ( jeneral  Perkins'  Brigade,  and  rendered 
valuable  service  in  the  hospitals,  as  well  as  trequently  designat- 
ing the  best  route  for  the  troi .ps  through  the  wilderness  which, 
he  knew  so  well.  Clncfiy  to  liis  inilin-nce  is  due  the  neutrality 
of  th.e  Wyandots  during  the  W'ar  <n‘  1812.  Fxcept  for  the  Whit- 
aker and  W'illiams  families.  Badger  was  pn’b.ahl,  tiie  first  white 
settler  in.  the  village.  He  was  ca  rtrdnly  the  iir.st  preacher  and 
school  teacher. 

C.  Settlement  of  ITemont. 

W'hat  was  the  pre^etit  town  of  ITe:n<'/u.  at  the  close  of  Pon- 
tiac’s war  in  lyfiq  ?. 
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An  Indian  villacre,  on  Croghansville  hill,  named  . Jnnquein- 
dundeh. 

Who  were  the  first  traders  to  make  headquarters  at  Lower  San- 
dusky ? 

Arundel  and  Robbins,  Englishmen,  prior  to  1782. 

What  was  the  first  white  family  in  Ohio? 

lliat  founded  by  James  Whitaker  and  Elizabeth  Fulks.  his  wife., 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  who  were  captured  res|'jeciively  in  1775 
and  1778  from  their  hoiqes  at  Fish  Creek  and  Cross  Roads.  At 
the  time  of  their  capture  James  Whitaker  was  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  IC.izabeth  k'nlks  eleven.  They  were  both  adopted,  by  the 
Wyandot  Indians,  and  belonged  to  dbirhe’s  band,  located  at  Lower 
Sandusky.  They  were  married  at  Detroit  about  1785.  and  had 
eight  children.  Whitaker  was  buried  on  what  was  afterward 
knt'wn  as  the  Whitaker  Reserve,  three  miles  below  Fremont. 
The  tombstone  erected  over  his  grave  contains  the  following 
inscription ; 

'Tn  memory  of  James  Whiteacre,  who  died 
Dec.  17.  1804,  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age.” 

Mrs.  Whitaker  lived  for  many  years  after  her  husband's  deaths 
and  was  noted  for  her  kindness  to  the  early  missionaries  and  to 
the  many  white  prisoners  at  Lower  Sandusky.  iMany  of  their 
descendants  are  IcKjated  in  Sandusky  Count}'. 

What  other  reservation  was  given  by  the  Indians  to  a white 
settler  in  this  vicinity? 

The  Williams  reservation,  two  miles  below  town,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river.  Williams  was  a trader,  very  popular  with  the 
Indians,  his  wife  an  Indian  captive. 

IIov  did  other  white  settlers  gain  title  to  their  lands? 

By  purchase  from  the  Governmeiu.  By  the  treaty  of  Fort 
McIntosh.  1785.  the  United  States  reserved  the  two  mile  square 
tract  at  Lower  Sandusky,  for  a trading  post.  Ten  years  later, 
at  the  treaty  of  Greenville.  1795.  following  Wayne's  victory,  the 
Wyandois  and  associated  tribes  ceded  this  tract  forever  to  the 
United  States.  In  1817,  the  Government  surveyed  aiid  sold  this 
tract.  Tlie  same  year,  the  Government  purchased  all  of  north-- 
western  ( )hio  e.xcept  a few  reservations  of  wliich  the  Senecas  held 
40,000  acres.  In  1831,  the  .Senecas  sold  their  reservation  for 
three  and  eighth-tenths  cents  per  acre  and  moved  to  the  far  west. 
Thus  all  the  land  al)Out  Fremont  was  legally  acquired  from  its 
aboriginal  holder.^. 

Outline  the  history  of  the  first  French  settlers  at  Lower  San- 
dusky. 

They  had  emigrated  from  France  after  the  French  Revolution, 
and  settled  in  ?\lichigan  and  Ohio.  Iti  t8i2  the  Government  re- 
moved these  wards  of  the  nation  to  Lower  Sandii.^kv  for  better 
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protection  from  the  turbulent  Indians.  The  winter  of  1812-13 
they  passed  in  the  barracks  of  h'ort  Steplicnson,  but  on  x•^ugust 
first  they  were  retnoved  to  Upper  Sandusky.  On  the  way  they 
heard  Proctor’s  cannon  be^c^inning  the  battle  of  Fort  Stephenson. 
(See  Eyerctt,  pp.  599-570.) 

Where  was  the  old  French  burying  ground  ? 

On  Arch  street,  lietwecn  Ewing  street  and  Birchard  avenue. 

W'h.en  did  the  first  negroes  come  to  Lower  Sandusky? 

About  1780.  when  the  Indians  brought  a group  of  negroes 
captured  on  the  (Jhio  river,  and  placed  them  on  the  little  penin- 
sula-on the  east  side  of  tb.e  riyer,  two  miles  below  l.ower  Saii- 
duskv.  It  has  ever  since  been  known  as  Negro  Point,  or  more 
commonly  '‘Nigger  Bend.” 

When  did  Fremont  first  come  under  the  American  Hag? 

Theoretically  in  1776,  but  actually  in  1795,  in  which  year  the 
B*ntish  evacuated  Ft.  Miami,  following  Wayne’s  victory  over  the 
Indians  at  the  Battle  of  I'allen  I’imbers  in  1794.  The  Rritisli 
had  withheld  the  lake  region  on  the  pretext  that  certain  obliga- 
tions on  the  American  side  had  not  been  fulfilled.  I'he  county  of 
Wayne  was  ekablished,  embracing  ^lichigan  and  all  nortliwestern 
Ohio. 

Ilow  many  white  families  lived  here  in  1815? 

Twenty. 

How  manv  houses  were  appraised  in  t8i6? 

Eight. 

When  was  the  township  of  Sandusky  organized? 

August,  1815. 

Where  was  the  first  town  platted  in  this  locality  ? 

Croghansville,  on  the  hill  east  of  the  river.  It  was  surveyed 
by  a government  engineer.  Wormley,  in  i8i6,  and  lots  reserved 
for  schools  and  a government  navy  yard. 

Wlien  was  the  west  side  platted  ? 

In  1817  by  the  Kentucky  Company,  who  bought  of  the  gov- 
ernmeiu  the  land  between  the  Western  Reserve  and  Maumee  I’^oad 
and  the  present  L,  S.  & M.  S.  Railway  tracks;  surveyed  and 
platted  it,  and  named  it  Sandusky. 

Who  composed  the  Kentucky  Contpany? 

Fifteen  citizetis,  including  Israel  Ilarrington,  Thos,  L.  blaw- 
kins,  Morris  A.  Newman  and  David  Gallagher.  (For  full  list 
see  Everett,  pp.  399-4(X>. ) 

WTen  was  the  mime  officially  changed  to  Lower  Sandusky? 

At  the  incorporation  of  the  village  in  1829,  when  Croghans- 
ville was  included  within  the  limits  of  Lower  Sandusky. 

Of  what  county  is  Fremont  the  county  seat,  when  tvas  it  organ- 
izefl,  aTid  wliat  territory  did  it  c^^mpri^^e? 

Sandusky  County,  organized  February  12,  1820,  comprised  ii". 
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addition  to  its  present  territory,  all  of  Ottawa  county,  and  parts 
of  Seneca,  Lucas  and  Erie  counties.  Its  population  was  less  than 
1,000  souls. 

Sketch  the  history  of  the  seat  of  political  government  of  Lower 
Sandusky,  before  tlie  formation  of  Sandusky  county. 

This  place  was  within  the  boundaries  of  Huron  county,  with 
first  Milan,  then  Xorwalk  as  county  seat.  It  was  to  Norwalk  that 
tlie  proprietors  went  to  file  their  |)lat  of  this  village.  Earlier,  this 
place  was  within  tlie  limits  of  Delaware  county,  witli  Delaxeare 
^is  the  county  seat ; Eranklin  county,  with  Franklinlon  as  county 
seat;  and  Hamilton  county  with  Cincinnati  as  county  seat.  Still 
'earlier  Lower  Sandusky  was  a tiny  part  of  W'ayne  count};,  which 
included  Michigan,  Indiana,  the  site  of  Chicago  and  northwestern 
Ohio,  with  the  seat  of  justice  at  Detroit.  Still  earlier,  as  part 
of  111'.'  Xor^liwcst  Territory,  headquarters  were  at  Marietta,  on 
the  Ohio  river.  Before  the  organization  of  tlie  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, our  seat  of  Government  was  wherever  tlie  migratory  Con- 
gress happened  to  be  — either  at  Princeton  or  Annapolfs.  Still 
earlier,  we  were  claimed  by  four -States:  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut, New  York  and  Adrginia,  with  respective  headquarters  at 
Boston,  Hanford,  New  York  City  and  Jamestown.  \urginia*s 
‘claim  to  our  land  resulted  in  her  organizing  in  1778,  the  Illinois 
county,  with  scat  of  justice  in  Kentucky.  Earlier  yet,  before  “ 
'the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  English  government  had 
established  the  province  of  Quel^ec,  extending  from  Hudson  Bay 
to  the  Ohio  river,  and  a criminal  in  Fremont  would  have  had  to 
go  to  Quebec  for  legal  trial.  Before  the  Quebec  Act,  the  king  of 
England  reserved  “undc'r  his  sovereign  protection  for  the  use  of 
the  Indian,  all  lands  of  America  btryond  the  sources  of  tlx:  rivers 
falling  into  tlie  sea,’'  and  the  couni}-  seat  was  the  palm  of  King 
George.  Prior  to  that  date  we  were  claimed  by  the  French,  who 
pretty  nearly  made  good  ihcir  claim  by  exploration  and  fortifica- 
tion, and  our  seat  of  government  crossed  the  channel  to  Paris - 
itself.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  Spain  A claim  extended 
indefinitely  north  from  the  IHexicaTi  and  Gulf  acquisitions,  and, 
according  to  her  dictum,  Fremont’s  county  seat  was  at  the  court 
in  Madrid  ! 

In  1830,  how  did  Lower  Sandusky  rank  among  Ohio  villages? 

As  the  leading  village  of  northwestern  Ohio,  both  in  popula- 
tion and  amount  of  trade. 

When  was  the  first  village  election,  and  how  many  votes  were 
polled? 

October  10,  1S15;  with  28  votes. 

The  second  ? 

Octoi)er,  18 l6.  \\ith  33  votes. 
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TIow  many  votes  were  cast  in  1831  ? 

One  hundred  and  forty-six. 

Who  was  the  first  postmaster? 

Morris  A.  Xewinan,  ajipointed  in  1813. 

Who  was  the  hrst  justice  of  the  peace? 

Israel  Harrington,  1815. 

Who  was  the  first  viljag'e  treasurer? 

David  Galla‘:;her.  1815.  Mr.  Gallaglier  Itad  acted  as  assistant 
commissary  of  Fort  Steplienson  after  the  war. 

Who  was  the  first  judj^e  of  Gommon  Pleas  Court? 

George  1'od.  the  father  of  David  Tod.  one  of  the  “War  Gov- 
ernors’’ of  Ohio,  opened  court  in  a small  log  house  on  Croghans- 
ville  hill.  i\[ay  8,  1820.  His  judicial  district  covered  almost  a 
third  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  was  a Yale  graduate ; liad  been 
Stale  Senator,  and  supreme  judge  from  r8o6  until  he  resigned  to 
enter  the  arm}'  in  1812.  (See  First  Court  House,  E.) 

Wdio  was  th.e  second  Common  Pleas  Judge? 

Ebcne/.er  Lane,  elected  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio 
in  1830. 

After  the  village  was  incorporated  in  1829,  who  was  the  first 
mayor  ? 

John  Bell. 

Whr>  were  the  first  doctors? 

Dr.  Hastings,  1S16;  and  F)r.  Daniel  Brainard,  1819. 

AVhat  was  the  first  ncws{)a]')er  printed  in  Lower  Sandusky? 

The  Lower  Sandusky  Gazette,  July,  182Q.  The  sheet  measured 
17x21  inches.  Th.omas  Smith  was  editor,  publisher,  type-setter 
and  press-man.  The  t^aper  lived  a1')out  18  months. 

Wlien  and  what  was  the  first  play  given  in  Lower  Sandusky? 

In  1819  the  young  men  of  the  village  pla;;  ed  Goldsmith’s  “She 
Stoops  to  CoiK(uer.”  1 h.omas  L.  Hawkins  painted  the  scenery, 
wrote  the  prologue,  and  performed  the  important  parts.  ITie 
play  was  guven  in  the  upper  story  of  the  historic  old  tavern,  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie  station.  (Eor 
the  Prologue,  see  Ifverett’s  Hist,  of  Sandusky  County.,  p.  406.) 

Why  was  th.e  name  of  tlie  village  changed  to  I^rcmont? 

Because  of  the  confusion  attending  the  repetition  of  the  name 
Sandusky,  there  being  l,^])per  and  Lower,  Big  and  Little  San- 
dusky and  Sandusky  City  along  the  river.  'I'he  tiarnc  was  changed 
in  1849. 

Who  presented  the  matter  before  the  local  courts? 

Rutherford  B.  Hayes,  at  that  time  a law  partner  of  Ral{)h  FA 
BuckUmrl,  at  Lower  Sandusky. 

Why  was  the  name  ITemont  selected  ? 

The  name  generally  preferred  was  Croghan,  pronouncect 
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Crawn  : but  there  were  iiiany  ways  of  spellin^^  it.  so  tliC  name 
Fremont  was  chosen  in  lionor  of  the  famous  explorer  and  the 
discoverer  of  f ’ike’s  Peak. 


D.  The  Revolutionary  and  Pre-Revolutionary  Forts  of 
This  Locality. 

What  was  the  first  Pritish  fort  in  Ohio? 

P'ort  Sandusky,  erected  by  British  traders  from  \drydnia  and 
J’enns}'lvania,  on  the  west  baTik  of  the  Sandusky  Bay  and  River 
(tile  Marlileliead  peninsula),  in  T/45.  but  later  “usurped  by 
the  hVench.”  It  was  reoccupied  by  the  British  after  the  sur- 
render of  Canada  b\-  the  French,  in  Xovember.  1760.  Maji')i- 
Robert  Roger,  with  two  hundred  rangers,  arrived  from  Mon- 
treal, to  take  [lossession  of  the  French  forts  on  Lake  Erie, 
r^/  diric’r-  C iU:piracj.  luirst  oarB  in  May.  17^3.  “Xinc  British 
forts  yielded  instantly,  Detroit  and  Fort  Pitt  alone  escaped  cap- 
ture. and  the  savages  drank,  scooped  up  in  the  hollow  of  joined 
hands,  the  blood  of  many  a Briton.  Sandusky  was  the 

first  of  the  forts  to  fall.  May  15.”  Ensign  Paully  was  seized,  car- 
ried to  Detroit',  and  married  to  a squaw,  who  had  lost  her  hus- 
baml.  The  remainder  of  the  garrison  was  massacred,  and  the  fort 
burned.  (See  Pontiac’s  Conspiracy.)  Ensign  Paully  finally 
escaped  to  the  fort  at  Detroit,  and  reported  the  disaster.  I'ort 
Sandusky  was  never  rebuilt.  Col.  John  P)radstreet’s  expedition, 
in  1765.  arrivi'd  ai  Fort'  Sandusky,  and  after  relieving  Detroit 
returned  to  Sandusky,  wh.cre  he  remained  several  months. 

When  was  the  fort  at  the  Lower  Falls  of  the  Sandusky  River 
first  mentionecE 

The  first  mention  of  the  fort  at  Lower  Sandusky;  and  tlie 
first  mention  of  the  place  by  that  name,  is  in  a letter  from  Brig.- 
Gen.  Wm.  Irvine  to  Major  Isaac  Craig,  during  the  Revolutionary 
War,  as  follows:  “h'ort  f’iti,  XMv.  ii.  1783.  Sir:  I have 

received  intelligence  through  various  channels  that  the  British 
have  established  a post  at  Lower  Sandusky.” 

(Xote  the  distinction  between  the  pre-Revolutionary  Fort  San- 
<lusky,  on  the  j^eninsula  near  the  mouth  of  the  Sanduskv  River, 
and  the  Revolutionary  post  at  I.ower  Sandusky,  twenty  miles 
inland,  to  which  General  Irvine  refers.  This  post  was  also  doubt- 
less known  as  h'ort  Sandusky,  the  original  Fort  Sandusky  having 
])een  destro\ed  twenty  years  earlier.  The  secoral  Fort  Sandusky, 
i.  e.,  the  post  at  Lower  Sandusky,  was  rebuilt  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  has  ever  since  l)een  known  as  Fort  Stephenson.  The 
gold  medal  awarderl  by  Congress  to  Croghan.  in  18^4.  for  tl.e 
Defense  of  l^ort  Stephenson  in  1813.  bears  on  the  reverse,  beside? 
the  mott»)  and  date,  the  word  “Sanduskv.” ) 
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\\  liat  rarilu'r  reftTcncc  was  made  to  Lower  Sandusky  during 
the  RevolutioTiarv  War? 

In  (leneral  Washington  sent  Captain  Brady  to  learn  of 

the  intentions  of  tlie  Indians  in  the  Sandusky  country,  with  refer- 
ence to  renewing  the  war  as  allies  of  the  British.  Brady  spent 
several  dn\s  on  Brady  Island,  in  Sandusky  River,  watching 
the  Indians  on  the  banks,  and  became  satisfied  from  their  actions 
that  the\  were  not  contemplating  a fresh  campaign,  and  so 
reporteti  to  W'ashington.  (See  page  6.)  Subsequently,  Brady 
was  sent  out  again  from  Fort  Pitt  on  a similar  errand,  but  was 
ca[)tured.  b\  the  Indians  and  carried  to  Sandusky  to  run  the  gaunt- 
let and  1h'  burned  at  the  stake.  He  escaped,  however,  was  hotly 
pursued  by  the  Indians,  and  made  his  famous  leap  over  the 
Cuyahoga  River. 

E.  V/ar  of  1812. 

W hat  \\as  the  attitude  of  the  \Vvandots  of  Lower  Sandusky  in 
the  Wkir  of  1812  ? 

Neutralit  v. 

What  chief  led  the  surrounding  Indians  to  side  with  the  British? 

TeciuuM'b. 

\\  hy  were  fortifications  rebuilt  at  I.ower  Sandusky,  July,  1812? 

To  pioieet  the  government  stores  at  this  point. 

Where  was  this  fortification,  and  by  wdiat  name  is  the  place 
known  ? 

On  the  hill  west  of  the  river;  since  ?vlay  1813  knowm  as  Fort 
Stephensoi;.  in  honor  of  the  colonel  then  in  command. 

Who  g;'.rrisoned  the  Fort? 

Troops  came  and  w’cnt.  July  3,  1813,  Kentucky  mounted  rifle- 
men under  ( 'ok  Richard  ]\L  Johnson,  afteiwvard  known  as  ‘"the  man 
who  killed  Tecumseh,”  and  the  future  Vice  President,  marched 
from  Fnif  Meigs  to  Lower  Sandusky.  Independence  Day  was 
cekFrated  by  garrison  and  guests-,  ami  first  mention  is  made  of 
the  histoiie  cannon,  "Old  Betsy,'’  which  fired  Fourth  of  July 
salutes. 

W ho  In  the  hero  of  Fort  Stephenson,  and  when  did  he  take 
command  of  tlie  ITjrt? 

• Majui-  < ieorge  Croghan,  a Kentucky  youth  of  twenty-one  years. 
arrive<l  with  part  of  his  regiment  to  garrison  the  fort,  prior  to 
July  TO,  1813. 

Who  was  in  command  of  the  Xortluvestcrn  Army? 

Wdlliani  flenry  llarrison,  with  general  headejuarters  at  Fort 
Seneca,  niin-  miles  up  the  river  from  Low'er  Sandusky. 

W hen  \va-  the  liattle  of  Fort  S'.cphenson  fought,  and  with  what 
force  and  c<  >mmaiiders  ? 
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August  I and  2,  1813.  Cro^lian’s  g-allant  force  of  160  men  and 
one  cannon.  "'Old  Betsy/’  held  the  Fort  two  days  and  finally 
vanquislied  800  British  Regulars,  veteran  troops  of  Wellingtoif s 
Peninsula  campaign,  commanded  by  General  Henry  Proctor  and 
about  two  thousand  Indian  allies  under  Teciimseh.  Croglian 
lost  but  one  man ; the  British  lost  Lieutenant-Colonel  Short,  Lieu- 
tenant Gordon,  and  several  score  of  regulars,  besides  many  In- 
dians. 

(This  section  presupposes  a general  knowledge  of  the  War  of 
1812,  the  chain  of-forts  along  the  Sandusky  and  iMaumee  rivers, 
the  commanders  and  armies  on  both. sides,  and  such  decisive  bat- 
tles as  Perry's  Victory  and  the  Battle  of  the  Thames.  For  detailed 
accounts  of  the  Battle  of  Fort  Stephenson  and  of  Croghan’s  life, 
see  IvIcAfee's  History  of  the  Late  War;  Fveiett,  Howe;  articles 
in  the  Ohio  Arch,  and  Hist.  Pubs..  Wl.  X.  p.  49.  bv  iMiss  [.  i\L 
Haynes,  and  ATI.  XII,  p.  375.  by  Chas.  R.  Williams') 

Wdiat  was  the  effect  of  tlic  battle  of  Fort  Stephenson? 

It  was  the  first  serious  check  to  the  land  forces  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  disparity  in  numliers  of  the  opposing  sides,  the  youth 
of  the  hero  and  the  decisive  triumph  created  great  enthusiasm 
throughout  the  country.  This  battle  was  the  turning  point  of  the 
war. 

Outline  the  history  of  “Old  Betsy.” 

It  was  probably  an  old  French  cannon  captured  from  the  French 
in  the  French  and  Indian  wars  of  1756-1763.  Our  first  knowledge 
of  it  is  at  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration  of  1813  (see  above.) 
After  the  war  in  which  the  gun  did  such  valiant  service,  it  was 
removed  to  Pittsburg  arsenal.  Later  Congress  ordered  its  return 
to  Lower  Sandusky.  Owing  to  the  duplication  of  village  names, 
the  cannon  was  sent  to  Sandusky  City,  so  named  in  1818,  which 
at  the  time  of  tlie  battle  was  called  Ogontz’s  Place,  and  later 
Portland.  The  authorities  wished  to  keep  it,  and  for  better  con- 
cealment buried  it.  Afayor  B.  J.  Bartlett,  of  Lower  Sandusky, 
traced  the  gun  and  sent  men  and  a wagon  to  bring  it  home.  ‘*OId 
Betsy"  now  stands  in  the  center  of  Fort  Steplienson.  on  the  scene 
of  her  great  triumph. 

Where  were  the  British  soldiers,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Stephenson,  buried  ? 

A pit  for  the  enlisted  men  was  dug  west  of  the  Fort,  extending 
over  into  the  school  yard.  Lt.  Col.  Short  and  Lieut.  Gordon,  of 
the  41st  Regiment,  were  buried  side  by  side,  near  the  present  High 
School  building,  corner  Park  and  Garrison  streets. 

(Students  of  the  Battle  of  Fore  Stephenson  should  examine 
two  fac-simile  gold  meflals  in  Birchard  Library,  presented  by 
Congress,  one  to  Geiieral  FTarrison  in  commemoration  of  the  Bat- 
tle of  the  Thames,  the  other  to  Major  Croglian  in  commemoration 
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of  the  battle  of  Fort  Stephenson.  The  Library  also  has  photo- 
l^raphs  of  the  sword  presented  by  Congress  to  Ensign  Joseph 
Duncati  who  bore  a conspicuous*  part  in  the  defense.  There  is 
also  a portrait  of  William  Gaines,  last  survivor  of  the  bat- 
tle, with  a special  military  order  sigTied  by  President  Hayes,  Sec- 
retary of  Wrv  Ramsey,  and  General  Sherman,  awarding  him  an 
honorable  pension.  Also  original  letter^  from  Croghan  to  Har- 
rison a few  days  before  the  battle ; fine  oil  portraits  of  Harrison 
and  of  Croghan ; a large  drawing  of  the  Fort  blockhouses ; also 
pieces  of  the  Fort  pickets  showing  bullets  in  them.) 


F.  Old  Buildings. 

Describe  the  home  of  the  Lower  Sandusky  pioneer. 

T!.^  ^.aaj-stcry  log  enbin  was  buih  of  round  logs,  the  cracks- 
filled  with  mud  liberally  mixed  with  leaves.  The  fioors  were  of 
puncheons,  as  v;ere  tlie  ponderous  doors,  hung  on  wooden  hinges. 
The  chimney  v.-as  built  of  poles  imbedded  in  mud  mortar,  on  a 
foundation  of  stones  placed  outside  the  cabin,  and  a large  open- 
ing cut  through.  A win^^low  was  made  l)y  cutting  out  a piece  of 
one  or  two  logs  and  pasting  greased  paper  over  the  opening. 

Furiiiture  was  equally  simple.  A bedstead  made  of  two  poles 
was  built  into  the  corner,  with  bark  tied  on  for  mattress.  Benches 
were  made  of  wide  puncheons,  with  long  pins  driven  in  for  legs. 
Baking  was  done  in  a Dutch  oven  — a shallow  kettle  placed  over 
the  coals,  with  coals  heaped  over  the  cover.  Babies  were  rocked 
in  maple  sugar  troughs,  made  of  large  logs.  At  house  raisings 
there  was  plenty  to  eat  but  little  to  eat  with.  All  comers  brought 
thei'  own  knives  and  spoons. 

Where  was  the  first  frame  building  in  Lower  Sandusky? 

Near  the  corner  of  Front  and  Croghan  streets,  on  the  site  of 
Dorr’s  and  Hamilton’s  store  rooms.  It  was  built  by  Israel  Har- 
rington and  used  as  a tavern.  It  was  erected  in  1815.  Col.  R. 
M.  Johnson  and  other  Kentucky  soldiers  stopped  here  on  their 
way  home  from  the  Battle  of  the  Thames,  October  5,  t8[3.  It 
was  kept  for  a time  by  Gen.  Otho  Hinton,  the  stage  line  proprietor. 

What  was  the  second  frame  building  in  the  village? 

The  store  of  Olmsted  Brothers,  erected  in  1817  near  the  pres- 
ent Price  Lumber  Company  office.  It  was  two  "stories  high,  with 
60  feet  front  on  the  river.  Dormer  windows  jutted  'sut  ab'-^ve, 
with,  pulleys  and  tackle  for  raising  goods.  After  the  store  was 
built  quite  a pile  of  lumber  was  left  which  Judge  Olmsted  gave- 
away  from  time  to  time  to  make  coffins. 

Where  was  the  first  brick  builduig  in  town? 
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The  old  Beauregard  residence,  between  the  present  Wheeling 
‘Station  and  the  bridge. 

In  1820  how  many  houses  were  there  in  the  village? 

Some  ten  or  twelve  of  brick  or  frame,  and  about  thirty  log 
•cabins. 

\\*ho  occupied  the  buildings  on  the  Fort? 

After  the  war,  the  blockhouses  were  used  as  stopping  places 
for  pioneers  till  cabine  could  be  buildt.  I'hree  families,  the  Morri- 
sons, Pattersons  and  Bakers  occupied  the  three  room  cabin  built 
near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  square  for  officers  during  the 
war.  Tlic  blockhouses  were  sold  and  removed  in  1S18.  About 
1832  Jaques  Ilulburd,  who  had  purchased  the  Fort,  erected  a low 
frame  dwelling  which  stood  until  1877,  ^vhen  the  place  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Library  trustees. 

When  was  the  first  school  house  erected  ? 

iii  ioiu,  on  tile  site  of  the  present  Central  School  House.  It 
was  built  of  logs,  with  puncheon  floors  and  benches,  and  oiled 
paper  windows.  A deej)  ravine  ran  east  of  it,  and  south  were  the 
graves  of  the  British  officers  and  soldiers. 

What  were  its  successors  ? 

The  first  house  was  re[)laced  in  1817  by  a more  substantial  log 
house.  In  1834  this  was  burned  down  because  a cholera  patient 
had  been  ill  and  died  there  the  previous  August.  A rough  stone 
house  took  its  place  and  stood  until  1S53,  when  the  old  brick 
building  on  the  site  of  the  present  High  School  building  was 
erected.  The  old  stone  school  house  was  used  for  church  pur- 
poses and  for  public  meetings  as  well  as  for  schools. 

What  and  where  was  the  first  church  in  Fremont? 

The  M.  E.  Church,  first  services  of  which  were  held  in  the  old 
log  school  house.  In  1834,  after  this  building  was  burned,  tlie 
congregation  built  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Arch  and  Garrison 
streets,  land  therefor  being  donated  by  David  Gallagher.  It  v/as 
a tuo-story  frame  building,  not  large,  and  was  occupied  in  1S35. 
This  was  the  only  church  in  the  place  and  was  used  till  the  brick 
building,  corner  of  Birchard  and  . Park  Avenues  was  com{)leted 
in  1850.  The  par.sonage  was  west  of  the  church  on  Garrison 
street.  After  the  brick  church  was  finished  the  old  property  was 
sold  and  the  present  residence  of  Chas.  IMuke,  on  High  street, 
purchased  fi>r  a parsonage. 

W'here  were  early  Preslyvterian  services  held? 

b)n  the  east  side  of  the  river,  where  the  Herbrand  works  now 
stand,  in  a house  huilt  by  the  Prior  brothers,  and  by  them  con- 
tributed  for  church  purj)Oses. 

Where  was  held  the  first  Common  Pleas  Court  of  Sandusky 
'County  ? 

Crnghansville  had  been  selected  by  the  Ohio  General  .Assembly 
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as  the  temporary  seat  of  justice.  There,  i\[ay  8,  1820,  in  a small 
log  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Ohio  avenue  and  Pine 
street,  court  opened  with  George  Tod  as  president  judge;  Israel 
Harrington,  David  Harold  and  Alexander  Morrison  as  associate 
judges. 

Where  was  the  second  seat  of  justice? 

The  log  school  house,  near  the  corner  of  i'ark  avenue  and 
Croghan  streets,  d'hither  on  May  23.  1822,  court  adjourned  from 
the  log  house  on  Croghansville  hill.  For  ten  years  thereafter 
both  Common  Pleas  and  Supreme  courts  were  held  here.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Permanent  Location,  which  secured 
the  court  house  for  the  west  side  of  the  river,  was  Cliarles  R. 
Sherman,  who  with  Judge  Jacob  Burnet  opened  the  first  term  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  Sandusky  County  July  30.  1823.  Judge 
Sherman  was  the  father  of  Gen.  Wm.  T.  Sherman  and  Senator 
Jelnv  Sl.crmr;!:.  Judge  Burnet  liad  been  United  States  Senator, 
as  the  successor  of  William  Henry  Harrison.  At  the  August. 
1845.  term  of  this  court.  Stanley  Matthews,  later  appointed  to  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Bench  by  President  Hayes,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar.  ( See  articles  by  Basil  Meek  on  Courts  and  Bar  of  Sandusky 
County. ) 

Where  was  the  first  Court  House  of  Sandusky  County? 

On  the  present  site  of  the  IM.  E.  Church,  corner  Birchard  and 
Park  avenues.  It  was  “in  the  woods,”  and  was  moved,  in  1831 
or  1832.  by  twenty-five  yoke  of  oxen  to  a more  convenient  site, 
north  of  Croghan  street,  d'his  court  house,  after  ten  years  in 
building,  was  used  but  eleven  years.  Since  1845,  '^vhen  the  pres- 
ent court  house  on  Park  avenue  was  completed,  the  earlier  struct- 
ure has  been  the  parsonage  of  St.  John's  Imtheran  church. 

Where  was  the  first  local  jail? 

On  the  river  bank  between  Croghan  and  State  streets.  It  was 
built  of  logs,  a story  and  a half  high. 

Name  and  locate  some  of  the  earl}'  taverns  of  Fremont. 

‘ d'he  earliest  taverns  were  primitive  structures  of  logs,  in  which 
the  landlady  roasted  fat  coons,  wild  turkeys  and  half  saddles  of 
deer  before  the  glowing  fire  of  the  common  room,  in  the  presence 
of  the  hungry  guests.  Rates  were  twenty-five  cents  a day,  dinner 
for  a man  and  his  horse  being  six  and  a (piarter  cents. 

Plarrington’s  tavern  has  already  been  mentioned.  (See  First 
Frame  Ihiilding  above.) 

A building,  erected  in  i8i8  north  of  State  street,  was  moved 
in  1831  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Front  and  Croghan  streets, 
by  Th('unas  Ogle,  and  converted  into  a tavern  kept  by  Isaac 
Knapp.  In  1839  the  front  parlor  was  fitted  up  as  a storeroom 
by  J.  P.  Haynes.  In  1854.  O.  L.  Xims  wished  to  build  a Iwick 
block  on  that  corner,  and  gave  the  nld  building  to  Thos.  L.  Haw- 
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kins,  who  moved  it  to  W'ater  street  south  of  Garrison,  where  it: 
stood  till  1900  as  part  of  J.  P.  ?\foore’s  carriage  shop. 

In  1S20  William  Andrews  built  a tavern  on  a little  wharf  at  the 
foot  of  Garrison  street.  • In  its  third  story  was  the  first  IMasonic 
Lodge  in  this  town..  This  building,  and  one  built  by  Nicholas 
Whitenger  about  the  same  time,  were  the  only  two  listed  in  1820 
as  worth  one  thousand  dollars,  ^\'hitcnger’s  house  was  the  orig- 
inal part  of  the  famous  corner  tavern,  known  as  the  Ohio  Man- 
sion House,  later  as  Kessler’s,  where  the.  \Oieeling  station  now 
stands.  As  early  as  1822,  Thos,  L.  Llawkins  converted  the  upper 
story  into  a theatre.  In  the  earh’  '_|05,  board  and  lodging  at  this- 
tavern  were  $2.50  per  week. 

A few  doors  north  of  the  IMansion  House,  on  the  river  bank,, 
stood  the  Northern  Exchange,  built  about  1836,  a good,  three- 
story  building.  Here  for  a time  was  the  office  of  the  Ohio  Rail- 
wriy.  Here  were  Itcld  -nanv  of  the  town  meetings.  The  second 
story  was  devoted  to  the  Ohio  Institute  kept  by  Dio  Lewis.  In: 
1840,  when  P.  b'usselman  was  proprietor,  he  rigged  up  a steel' 
bar  in  a frame  outside  tlte  door.  This  was  struck  at  meal  time,, 
and  became  practically  the  village  clock. 

The  Western  House,  built  iti  1830,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Buck- 
land  block,  was  in  its  day  the  leading  hotel  of  Northwestern  Oliio. 
It  was  a frame  building  with  a great  two-story  piazza  with  large 
pillars.  Its  old  barn  long  remained,  being  detnolished  for  tlie. 
building  of  tlie  Christy  Knife  Works. 

^lacklin’s,  the  present  American  House  on  West  State  street,, 
was  built  in  1837. 

The  present  Hotel  Fremont,  long  the  Croghan  House,  was: 
erected  as  a store  by  an  Englishman  named  Weiler,  who  lived  in 
the  big  )rick  house  on  Croghansville  hill. 

On  the  east  side  of  tlie  river.  >.Iorris  A.  Newman  kept  a taverir 
in  very  early  times.  On  the  site  of  the  late  TeU  House  was  Harp- 
ster’s  tavern,  famous  as  Democratic  headquarters.  The  Goose- 
IIousv-*,  with  a wild  goose  sign,  was  the  big  frame  building  still 
standing  on  tlie  north  side  of  East  State  street.  Capt.  Samuel 
Thompson  kept  a famous  hostlery  on  the  present  Thompson 
property  where  was  held  the  notable  Democratic  meeting  dur- 
ing the  catrqiaign  of  1840.  (See  Miss  Keeler’s  “Sandusky 
River.”)  Rutherford  P>.  Hayes  lived  at  Thompson’s  from  1845- 
1840.  ' , 

Name  and  locate  some  of  the  old  residences  of  Fremont. 

The  old  Dickinson  house,  corner  Arch  and  State  streets,  now'' 
the  site  of  the  Opera  House,  was  built  by  Morris  A.  Newman- 
on  the  hill  east  of  the  river,  and  about  1828  it  was  moved  by- 
yokes  of  oxen.  It  got  stuck  on  the  bridge,  then  an  open  one. 
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and  a hole  had  to  be  cut  through  the  house  to  allow  teams  and 
passengers  to  cross. 

In  1828.  Capt.  Morris  Tyler  set  up  a frame  for  a barn  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Front  and  State  streets.  In  the  fall  he  fin- 
ished the  frame  for  a dwelling  in  which  he  and  his  family  lived 
many  years.  When  the  Buckland  block  was  built,  this  house  was 
moved  to  North  Center  street  and  is  now  tlie  residence  of  I).  S. 
Blue,  probably  the  oldest  building  in  town. 

The  residence  of  Christopher  Smith  on  North  Justice  street 
was  built  by  J.  S.  Olmstead,  our  first 'merchant,  on  th.e  present 
site  of  Buchman's  store.  It  was  moved  when  tlie  old  Ojiera  House 
block  was  erected. 

In  1815  Jeremiah  Everett,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  built  a 
log  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Arch  and  Ewing  streets. 
One  of  the  first  frame  houses  on  south  Arch  street  was  built  in 
J639  by  Andrew  kloreiiouse,  where  the  Wm.  D.  Sheldon  resi- 
dence now  stands.  It  was  moved  north  on  the  same  street,  and 
is  now  occu|)ied  liy  J.  Youngman. 

The  original  ])art  of  Dr.  Robert  Rice's  residence  was  built  by 
Elder  Skinner,  minister  of  the  Ba[>tist  congregation  whose  church 
•stood  about  where  the  Jackson  Underwear  factory  is  now.  The 
•site  was  long  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Theo.  Clapp. 

In  1837  three  brick  residences  were  begun,  those  of  Dr.  D. 
Brainard.  now  owned  liy  the  Croghan  Bank  ; the  Rawson  house 
■on  State  street;  and  the  iMacklin  house  (American  House)  oppo- 
site. Dr.  Brainard's  house,  finished  in  1840,  was  opened  with  a 
housewarming,  one  of  the  society  events  of  the  early  days.  The 
whole  town  was  invited,  and  a great  collation  served.  This  house 
was  the  finest  in  the  place,  four  stories  high,  witli  lieautiful  walnut 
finishings,  colonial  stairways  and  mantels 

The  house  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Hayes  and  Park  avenues, 
formerly  stood  near  the  center  of  that  square.  It  was  built  by 
Azarinh  Eddy,  who  sold  it  with  his  whole  surrounding  farm  to 
John  R.  Pease.  Mr.  Pease  lived  there  until  he  built  the  liousc 
standing,  with  many  outbuildings,  on  the  Pease  estate  — tlie 
square  southwest  of  Park  and  Hayes  avenues.  The  main  part  of 
the  Pease  house  has  been  moved  to  face  Clover  street. 

In  1853,  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  northern  Ohio  was  built 
by  R.  P.  Buckland.  the  well-known  house  on  Birchard  and  I’ark 
avenues.  He  sent  to  Georgia  for  pine  to  finish  the  house,  using 
magnificent  black  walnut  for  the  barns.  Plumbing,  hot  water 
pipes,  and  furnaces  were  introduced  into  town  for-  the  first  time. 
The  same  year  Mr.  Buckland  erected  the  Buckland  Block,  on 
Front  street,  between  Croghan  and  Garrison  streets;  and  a few 
years  later  the  one  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Front  and  State 
•streets. 
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The  house  at  Spiej^^el  Cirove  was  begun  by  Sardis  Birchard  in 
1859  for  the  permanent  home  of  his  nephew,  Rutlierford  B. 
Hayes,  who,  owing  to  his  service  in  the  army,  in  Congress  and 
as  Governor  of  Ohio,  did' not  occupy  it  until  1873.  Mr.  Birchard 
lived  there  until  that  time,  (jcneral  Hayes  made  many  additions 
and  alterations  and  the  fine  old  house  has  lieen  th.c  scene  of  many 
notable  gatherings  and  has  sheltered  many  distinguished  guests. 

Wdiere  were  the  early  stores  of  the  village? 

Along  the  river  front,  on  I'ront  street  and  State  street.  (For 
a description  of  the  early  business  houses  see  Everett,  pp.  421-5.) 

Where  were  jiublic  meetings  held  in  the  early  days? 

In  the  school  house,  Hawkins'  theatre,  the  offices  of  the  West- 
ern House,  Mansion  House  and  Xorthern  Exchange,  and  the 
M.  E.  Chapel,  d'hen  came  Social  Hall,  now  Masonic,  at  the  open- 
ing of'  which  R.  P.  Buckland  presided  as  tloor  manager  ; Birch- 
en u iiciii,  uetiit  111  1050,  to  e;iie  tiiOLisand  per^eiiis,  an<a  "soon 
to  be  lighted  with  gas.”  Mammoth  Hall,  in  the  old  Opera  House 
block  was  tlie  largest  piil)lic  hall  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  new 
Opera  House. 

What  was  the  first  banking  h.onse  in  Fremont? 

A small  one-story  brick  1)uilding  where  the  Colonial  Bank  now 
stands,  where  on  Xew  Year's  Day,  1851,  Sardis  Birchard  and 
Lucius  Otis  opened  a private  bank.  Twelve  years  later  it  became 
the  First  X'ational  Bank  of  Fremont,  standing  fifth  on  the  list 
of  X’^ational  Banks  of  the  United  States. 

What  Imildings  were  along  tlie  west  bank  of  the  river  before 
1850,  most  of  which  gave  way  to  tlie  Wheeling  tracks? 

X’^ear  the  bend  of  the  river  below  town  were  a dozen  ware- 
houses; soiiUi  of  that  the  ship  yard.  The  big  two-story  frame 
house  of  Colonel  Hunt  stc.)od  on  the  river  1)ank  opposite  the  present 
office  of  the  Thice  Lumber  Company;  south  of  that  the  XYrthern 
Exchange,  Lysander  Ball's  lilacksmith  shop.  Ids  house,  the  Ohio 
Mansion  House  (Kessler  House),  and  the  Bcaugrand  residence. 
Soutli  of  the -bridge  were  tlie  Anderson  flotel,  near  the  present 
June’s  foundry;  the  old  tiour  mill  built  by  Hawkins  and  Boswell 
in  1818;  the  residence  of  Thos.  L.  Hawkins;  Bidwell’s  flour  mill; 
tlie  flax  seed  oil  mill  at  the  foot  of  IFrchard  avenue,  later  used 
as  a carding  mill;  the  Gallagher  W'oolen  Mill  where  Mr.  Ford's 
house  now  stands  on  Bid  well  avenue,  and  the  old  pin  factory 
where  the  wooden  pins  for  the  Ohio  Railway  were  manufacTired. 

G.  History  of  Transportation  and  Routes  of  Travel. 

What  w\as  the  principal  route  of  travel  through  Fremont? 

The  Sandusky  river,  d'he  Indians  as  well  as  the  Jesuit  mission- 
aries and  French  traders  came  from  Canada  bv  wav  of  tlic  St. 
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Lawrence  river  and  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  ascended  the  San- 
dusky river  l)v  canoe  to  the  portage  (in  Crawford  county)  and 
carrying  their  boats  and  canoes  a short  distance  to  the  headwaters 
of  the  Scioto  floated  down  to  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

(For  the  story  of  the  Sandusky  River,  its  fish,  floods,  famous 
beiats  and  the  important  history  of  its  valley,  see  “The  Sandusky 
River,”  by  Miss  Keeler,  Ohio  Arch.xological  and  Historical  Pub- 
lications, April,  1904.) 

How  did  the  Rritish  forces  come  hither  to  the  Rattle  of  Fort 
Stephenson  ? 

Ry  Lake  Erie  and  the  Satidusky  river.  l\[istaking  ^lud  creek 
for  the  main  channel  of  the  river,  tlte  Rritish  were  delayed  a full 
day,  thus  allowing  Croghan  at  Fort  Stephenson  invaluable  hours 
for  preparation. 

part  did  the  river  play  in  the  early  development  of  the- 

village  ? 

The  ease  of  transportation  by  1)oat  made  Lower  Sandusky  the 
center  of  trade  for  one  hundred  miles  about.  It  was  a port  of 
entry,  with  a customs  collector,  and  was  the  head  of  navigation 
for  large  boats.  In  the  early  '40s,  four  and  five  hundred  loads 
of  wheat 'were  often  in  our  streets  at  one  time,  awaiting  ship- 
ment. Sv  row  of  warehouses  opposite  Rrady's  Island  were  re- 
quired to  receive  the  grain. 

What  were  the  principal  exports? 

Fish,  furs,  wheat,  black  walnut  crotches,  oak  staves,  potash,, 
butter  and  eggs. 

Wdiat  were  the  principal  imports? 

Salt,  groceries  and  merchandise. 

What  was  the  first  steamer  to  come  up  the  river,  and  when? 

Tlie  \\*alk-in-the- Water.  1818. 

(A  picture  of  this  interesting  boat  hangs  on  the  walls  of  Birch- 
ard Library,  and  is  re])roduced  in  our  frontispiece.) 

Describe  the  1)oat  Pegasus. 

The  Pegasus,  or  horse  boat,  was  built  in  181Q,  by  Thos.  L. 
Hawkins,  for  the  Sandusky  river  traffic.  It  consisted  of  two  large 
canoes,  side  by  side,  separated  by  a platform  large  enough  to 
carry  a superstructure  of  machinery,  a large  amount  of  freight, 
and  several  passengers.  The  machinery  was  operated  by  four 
horses  which  moving  treadmill  fashion,  worked  paddles  at  each 
side  of  the  boat. 

W'hat  was  the  Dog  Ferry? 

The  inventive  genius  of  the  Pegasus 'constructed  a ferry  boat 
antedating  the  first  village  bridge.  This  ferry  boat  was  propeileil 
by  paddle  wheels  driven  by  dog  power,  after  the  style  of  a dng 
churn. 
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(iive  the  names  and  dates  of  some  early  river  boats  built  at 
Lower  Sandusky. 

d'he  Nautilus^  a 20-ton  sloop,  1816;  the  schooners  Cincinnati 
:and  OJiio^  1828.  In  1830  Sardis  Birchard  owned  the  Cincinnati 
-and  paid  ten  cents  a bushel  for  corn  with  which  to  load  it. 

When  did  river  commerce  fall  off,  and  why? 

Prior  to  the  Civil  War,  before  the  swifter  transportation  of 
the  railways. 

When  was  tlie  first  bridge  constructed  across  the  river  at  Fre- 
:mont,  and  by  wdiom  ? 

In  1828,  by  James  Birdseye. 

What  were  the  principal  land  trails? 

Hutchin's  map  of  1764  shows  a trail  from  Fort  Pitt  (Pitts- 
burg) to  Lower  Sandusky.  “This  was  the  great  trail  made  by 
the  buffaJoes  first  and  used  by  the  iXlound  Builders  next,  then  by 
laur  race:)  of  Indians  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  San- 
du-ky  country  and  lakes.”  A second  trail  led  around  the  w^esterri 
end  of  Lake  Erie  bj  Detroit ; a third  follow'ed  the  western  banks 
‘Of  the  river  to  Lpper  Sandusky.  During  the  W'ar  of  1812  this 
la'st  named  trail  became  the  military  road  for  supplying  General 
Harrison's  forces.  It  has  been  preserved,  wdth  liarrison’s  name, 
as  the  main  road  throngli  Spiegel  Grove,  the  residence  of  Presi- 
dent Hayes. 

Sketch  the  history  of  State  street. 

The  only  wagon  road  tkirough  Lower  Sandusky  was  cut  through 
the  dense  forests  of  the  Black  Swamp.  In  1808  the' Indians  ceded 
to  the  L'nited  States  a strip  of  land  for  a road  from  the  Western 
Reserve  (Bellevue)  to  the  rapids  of  the  iMaumee  river  (Perrys- 
burg.)  In  1811,  Congress  provided  for  a survey  of  the  projected 
highw'ay ; and  in  1822,  turned  the  building  of  the  road  over  to 
the  State  of  Ohio.  Te  road  wans  kiiowm  as  the  \\Tstern  Reserve 
-and  iMaumee  Turnpike.  In  1838  the  Ohio  legislature  voted  to  im- 
prove and  macadamize  it. 

Western  Reserve  Turnpike.  In  1838.  the  Ohio  legislature  voted 
to  improve  and  macadamize  it. 

Before  macadamizing,  what  wms  the  condition  of  this  road? 

It  w'as  an  almost  continuous  mudhole.  OvTr  some  of  the  w^orst 
places  logs  were  laid  forming  a “corduroy.” 

( For  amusing  tales  of  rights  to  mudholes  ; the  taverns  along 
the  w'ay  and  details  of  building  the  turnpike,  see  Everett,  p 145, 
et.  seq..  and  pp.  441  and  654;  also  iMiss  Keeler’s  “The  Sandusky 
River.”) 

What  called  attention  to  the  awMul  condition  of  the  old  road, 
■and  how'  ? _ • 

The  Ohio  and  Michigan  War,  called  also  the  Toledo  War,  in 
f835,  W'as  over  the  boundary  line  betw'ccn  the  State  of  Ohio  and 
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Michigan  Territory.  'The  Governor  of  Ohio,  his  staff,  commis- 
sioners and  surveyors,  with  600  troops  and  influential  men,  met 
at  Lower  Sandusky  and  traveled  toward  the  disputed  territory 
by  way  of  the  AVestern  Reserve  and  Maumee  Turnpike.  After 
wallowing  through  thirty-one  miles  of  mud  and  water,  and  realiz- 
ing that  this  was  the  only  route  between  the  east  and  west,  the 
officers  of  the  State  hastened  to  lend  their  aid  to  the  permanent 
improvement  of  the  road. 

AA’hat  was  the  result  of  this  boundary  dispute? 

The  disputed  strip  of  land  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
(')hio.  includin.g  the  town  of  Toledo,  was  awarded  to  Ohio;  and 
.Michigan  was  compensated  by  the  gift  of  what  is  now  her  north- 
ern peninsula,  a tract  of  inestimable  value  in  copi^icr  and  timber. 
It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  innumerable  military  titles  of  early 
rosiflents  of  Ohio  were  by-products  of  this  Toledo  AAffir. 

What  was  the  first  carriage  in  Lower  Sandusky  ? 

After  the  Rattle  of  tlie  Thames,  in  Canada.  October  5,  1813. 
the  spoils  of  the  victory  were  brought  liy  General  Harrison  to 
Fort  Stephenson,  among  them  being  General  Proctor’s  carriage. 
Thos.  T..  Hawkins,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  government  prop- 
erty at  the  Fort,  used  to  hitcli  o.xen  to  the  coach  and  take  drives 
in  it.  It  was  ])robably  very  old  even  then,  as  Hawkins’  jack- 
knife uncovered  at  Ica^^t  twelve  coats  of  paint  upon  its  sides. 
General  Proctor  liad  brought  it  over  from  England. 

What  stage  routes  passed  through  Lower  Sandusky? 

In  the  spring  of  1813.  Calvin  Pease  ran  the  express  mail  twice 
a week  from  Pittsim rg  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Xorth western 
army.  .At  times  this  route  led  through  Lower  Sandusky;  and 
some  passengers  v.-ere  doubtless  accommodated.  The  main  chan- 
nel of  passenger  travel.  Itowever,  was  the  Sandusky  river.  Re- 
fore  1830  the  Conestoga  wagons  of  pioneers,  boat  shaped,  with 
curved  bottom,  began  working  their  way  along  the  turnpike.  In 
the  ’30s.  stages  were  running  through  Lower  Sandusky  with- con- 
siderable regularity,  in  spite  of  the  awful  roads.  The  Lower 
Sanduskv  Whig,  of  June.  1839,  says  that  Otho  Hinton,  proprietor 
of  the  stage  line  between  Lower  Sandusky  and  Detroit,  had  put 
on  a sut')ply  of  new  two-horse  coaches.  Artemus  Reebe,  propri- 
etor of  the  connecting  line  east  of  Cleveland  then  ran  coaches 
only  as  far  west  as  Rellevue,  and  stage  wagons  from  that  place 
to  Lower  Sandusky,  “on  account  of  the  unevenness  of  the  roads 
and  night  travel.’’  That  sort  of  transportation  would  seem  slow 
enough  now,  hut  it  was  generallv  satisfactory  then,  “even  when 
the  jiassengers  paid  six  cents  a mile  for  the  privilege  of  walking 
and  carrying  a rail  with  which  to  help  pry  the  stage  out  of  mud 
holes.”  General  Hinton  ast(mished  his  acquaintances  by  turning 
out  robber  of  the  mails  transj^orted  on  his  own  coaches. 
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In  the  ’40s.  the  stages  east  and  west,  as  well  as  a line  south  to 
Columbus  were  operated  b\'  Xeil,  IMoore  X Co.  Their  coaches 
were  great  comfortable  affairs,  with  a railed-in  top  for  light  Tig- 
gage,  and  a big  leather  boot  beliind  capable  of  holding  live  or 
six  trunks.  Th.e  stages  made  from  four  to  fifteoTi  miles  an  hour 
according  to  the  weather  and  condition  of  tlic  road.  Tliere  were 
four  horses,  with  relays  at  every  station.  At  Lower  Sandusky, 
the  stage  office  was  at  the  historic  corner  tavern  where  tlie  Wheel- 
ing station  now  stands.  The  drivers  were  imposing,  sententious, 
intelligent  men.  very  skillful  with  their  twelve-foot  laslu'.s,  “able 
to  pick  a tly  off  the  leader's  ear  without  touching  him."  They 
sounded  huge  horiw  as  they  approached  the  village.  Each  driver 
carried  a wallet  containing  a way  bill,  on  which  was  inscribed 
the  name  and  destinatifui  of  each  passenger,  with  amount  of  lug- 
gage: as  w('ll  as  all  manner  of  local  nevrs.  d ims  reports  of  tires, 
accidents,  deaths,  elections.  j)assed  freau  ])lace  to  place.  In  this 
way  word  came  to  Lower  Sandusky  of  the  death  of  President 
Harrison  who  had  so  long  served  as  military  liead  of  this  region. 
fConsirlt  “Stage  Coach  Days,"  by  Mrs.  Earle,  for  tlte  general 
subject.) 

What,  and  where  were  the  IMank  Roads? 

A Plank  Road,  like  a turnpik'c.  was  well  graded  and  ditched. 
The  road  bed  was  made  like  a wooden  sidewalk.  2-inch  oak  planks, 
8 feet  long,  laid  on  stimigers  .hrmly  embedded  in  the  eartli.  Be- 
ginning in  1850.  over  fifty  miles  of  Plank  Roads  were  laid  out 
of  Fremont,  exteiuling  to  'fiffin.  I'ostoria  and  (Ireen  Spring. 
Citizens  of  Fremont  siient  over  $40,000  in  building  such  roads. 

Did  the  Plank  Roads  facilitate  transp(irtation  ? 

Great! w (hn  tlie  old  road,  forty  bushels  of  ivheat  constituted 
an  average  load  for  a span  of  liorses.  ( )n  the  plank  roads  tlie 
same  team  could  readily  haul  no  bushels. 

WT.at  was  the  first  railway  projected  through  Lower  Sandusky? 

'file  ( )hio  Railway,  witli  a projected  route  along  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  the  Maumee  river.  The 
tracks  were  to  cross  the  Sandusky  river  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
about  forty  rods  nortli  of  the  {iresent  State  street  bridge. 

Sketch  the  history  and  construction  of  this  road  on  stilts. 

Construction  was  begun  in  1838.  'fhe  track  was  laid  on  a foun- 
dation of  piles  driven  lyv  a pile  driver.'  the  tops  cut  (»ff  to  grade 
by  a buzz  saw.  The  pile  driver,  saw'ing  machine,  traction  engine 
and  a peripatetic  boarding  house  for  the  workmen  were  trundled 
along  over  the  track  as  fast  as  it  was  laid.  The  first  pile  within 
the  limits  of  Lower  Sandusky  was  driven  June  19,  1839.  at  a 
sp(jt  near  the  present  L.  S.  8c  M.  S.  F\.  R.  station.  It  was  wit- 
nessed bv  a large  assemblage.  A sui)crb  trestle  crossed  the  river 
from  hill  to  hill,  but  the  t )hi(.)  Railway  bubble  Imrst  liefore  tracks 
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were  laid  in  this  vicinity,  and  the  people  had  their  worthless  Ohio 
Railway  incniey  in  their  pockets. 

(For  description  of  this  unique  railway,  its  linancing’,  construc- 
tion, etc.,  see  Everett.  King,  etc.) 

When  was  the  first  railway  operated  through  Fremont? 

'The  jiresent  Lake  Shore  and  ^Michigan  Southern  Railway,  then 
called  the  Toledo,  Xorwalk  and  Cleveland  Railway,  sent  its  first 
jiassenger  train  through  Fremont  February  7,  1853. 

What  was  the  second  railway  through  Fremont? 

An  organization  called  the  Fremont  and  Indiana  Railway,  now 
the  Lake  Erie  and  Western,  was  incorporated  by  citizens  of  Fre- 
mont. with  F)r.  L.  O.  Rawson  as  president.  The  first  train  left 
I’Temont,  running  as  far  as  Fostoria.  February  i,  1859. 

\\’hat  was  the  third  railway  to  enter  Fremont? 

The  Wheeling  and  Lake  Eric  Railway,  now  a part  of  tlie  Wa- 
ba^-h  s_v.?tcin,  ran  urst  passenger  ticdn  August  4.  1882. 

(A  study  of  the  importance  of  steam  transportation,  what  it 
meant  to  a new  country,  and  details  of  hnancing,  construction 
and  operating  of  roads  in  this  locality,  should  here  be  made. 
Consult  Everett,  pp.  164-172.) 

II.  Miscellaneous. 

How  was  Fremont  represented  in  the  War  with  Mexico? 

Company  C of  the  4th  C)hio  Vol.  Inf.  was  recruited  here,  by 
Capt.  Samuel  Thompson.  The  company  traveled  by  wagon  to 
Rerr}  sburg,  thence  to  Cincinnati  liy  the  Miami  Canal,  tlience  down 
the  Ohio  and  Mississi^jp!  rivers  to  XTw  (,)rleans.  It  visited  Vera 
Cruz.  Santa  Fe.  and  was  in  action  at  the  Natural  Rridge  of  Mex- 
ico and  Fkicblo.  Company  C was  mustered  out  at  the  close  of 
the  war.  Captains  A.  C.  Fradley  and  J.  A.  Jones  also  recruited  a 
number  of  men  from  this  county.  Over  two  hundred  Sandusky 
county  pioneers  volunteered  for  the  iMexican  WAr. 

Note  some  of  the  incidents  in  the  Harrison  Campaign,  and 
why  did  Lower  Sandusky  take  especial  interest  in  it? 

Ceneral  Harrison,  as  commander  of  the  Western  .\rmy  through 
the  Whar  of  1812  had  traversed  this  region  again  and  again,  and 
tins  county,  hitherto  invariably  Democratic,  cast  a majority  of 
two  votes  for  him  as  President.  At  the  C(>nvention  in  Columbus. 
February  2t.  1840.  “The  Whigs  of  Northwestern  Ohio  got  in 
about  r)ue  o’clock  in  a ])rocession  half  a mile  long,  with  a fac- 
simile of  I'ort  Meigs  at  their  head.  This  was  built  at  Pcrrysliurg 
under  the  supervision  of  Afr.  Spink  and  Elder  Radger  — the  lat- 
ter gentleman, tiiow  eighty  years  old,  was  Chaplain  in  Harrison’s 
army.  He.  together  with  d'lios.  L.  Hawkins,  who  acted  as  Com- 
missar}' during  the  war,  rode  upon  the  Fort. 
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“The  rain  fell  in  torrents,  but  gaily  we  tramped  the  mud 
through, 

To  show  the  white  stock  gentry  how  we  stick  to  Old 
Tippecanoe.” 

(For  further  incidents  of  Fremont  in  the  Harrison  campaign, 
see  ‘'The  Sandusky  River.”) 

Give  some  instances  of  social  life  in  Fremont  in  early  times? 

The  Freeman,  January  19,  1852,  describes  the  8th  of  January 
(Jackson’s  Dav ) ball  at  Social  Flail,  now  Masonic  Flail,  in  the  old 
P>uckland  Block : 

“The  largest  party  that  ever  assembled  in  Fremont  on  an  occa- 
ion  of  this  kind  was  at  Social  Hall  on  Fdiursday  evening  last. 
Kessler  prepared  a supper  that  must  have  satisfied  the  most  fas- 
tidious. A bear  was  served  up  in  the  best  possible  st}-le;  venison, 
turkeys,  chicken^  ana  uilier  game  !:■  great  profusion  ; and  the 
other  accompaniments  of  a feast.” 

W'hrF  was  the  hrst  ciop  sown  and  harvested  in  this  locality? 

Indian  corn,  little  patches  of  which  were  common  all  along  the 
river  lowlands.  It  sold  in  early  times  for  ten  cents  a bushel. 

.What  sugar  was  used? 

Maple  sugar,  home  made.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  tons  of 
maple  sugar  were  made  here  in  the  spring  of  1839. 

Who  was  the  first  man  to  pay  ca.sh  for  crops? 

R.  H.  I ley  wood,  of  the  Castalia  mills.  In  1825  the  Erie  canal 
was  completed  and  he  sent  out  a circular  that  he  wanted  5,000 
bushels  of  wheat  and  would  pay  cash  for  it.  People  hurried  to 
him  from  forty  miles  around,  fearing  his  money  would  give  out 
before  they  arrived.  He  was  the  first  man  in  this  section  to  start 
money.  Flitherto  “store  pay"  reigned. 

What  price  was  paid  for  butter  and  eggs  in  early  times? 

Six  cents  a pound,  and  six  cents  a dozen,  was  the  average  price. 

Wdieh  did  the  Asiatic  Cholera  visit  Fremont? 

The  first  and  worst  scourge  was  in  1834.  It  was  brought  by 
one  of  a boat  load  of  German  emigrants  from  Buffalo.  The 
emigrants’  camp  by  the  landing  place  was  a place  of  indescribable 
suffering.  Persons  merely  passing  the  spot  caught  the  infection 
and  died  by  the  roadsides.  The  living  could  scarcely  bury  the 
dead.  IMany  of  the  citizens  fled  the  town.  The  scourge  lasted  a 
month.  There  were  a few  deaths  from  the  cholera  in  1839,  1854, 
and  in  1866. 

What  I’arks  has  Fremont? 

Birchard  Park,  the  handsome  native  grove  in  the  west  end 
of  town  was  given  by  Sardis  Birchard,  as  was  als£>  the  little  Dia- 
mond Park  southeast  of  it. 
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Fort  Stepheiison  Park  1)elongs  jointly  to  the  city  and  the  trus- 
tees of  P)irchard  Library,  who  purchased  it  from  its  former 
owners. 

Tlie  Park  east  of  *the  Court  blouse  was  set  a[>art  for  that  pur- 
pose in  1840  by  Platt  Brush,  Sr.,  and  his  three  sons. 

The  whole  square  surrounding  the  court  house  and  jail  bebmg 
to  tlie  county. 

Give  the  origin  and  significance  of  some  of  the  names  of  local 
streets. 

hTont  street  in  early  times  fronted  the  river. 

State  street  is  the  old  Western  Peserve  and  Maumee  road,  ma- 
cadamized by  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Birchard  avenue,  formerly  Market  street,  was  named  for  the 
generous  donor  of  two  city  parks  and  the  public  library. 

Croghan  street  commemorates  the  hero  of  Fort  Stephenson, 
and  Garrison  street,  iis  gallant  gai  rison. 

Hayes  avenue  honors  the  ITesident,  ' Fremont's  most  distin- 
guished citizen,  whose  residence  opens  from  it.  This  street  long 
bore  the  name  of  John,  after  John  K.  Pease,  one  of  the  largest 
property  owners  of  the  village,  and  who  opened  a large  part  of 
the  street. 

Bidwell  avenue,  long  Water  Street,  was  named  for  one  of  the 
early  residents  who  owned  the  village  water  power,  and  had  a 
dour  mill,  a saw  mill  and  a daxseed  oil  mill  along  the  river,  north 
and  south  of  Birchard  avenue.  Older  residents  will  recall  Fs- 
quire  Bivlwell  as  he  delivered  his  own  dour,  driving  an  ox  team 
with  a twelve-foot  whip,  and  usually  barefooted. 

Justice  street  was  opened  by  IMr.  James  Justice. 

Ohio  and  Sandusky  and  other  avenues  on  Croghansville  hill 
were  laid  out  and  named  by  the  government  surveyor  in  1816. 
There,  are  no  other  streets  in  the  city  to  conq.iare  with  them  in 
width  and  beauty  of  location. 

Two  streets  on  the  east  side,  near  the  river,  were  named  tor 
William  C.  Elliot,  of  P>rattleboro,  X'ermont,  who  surveyed  the 
street  while  on  a visit  here;  and  Judge  Howland,  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  village. 

Dickinson  strei't,  along  the  west  corporation  line  of  the  city, 
was  opened  from  the  IMaumee  pike,  northerly,  and  was  named 
for  the  first  two  Lk  S.  Congressmen  from  this  locality,  the  ilon. 
Rudolphus  Dickinson  and  his  sou,  Edward  Dickinson. 
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